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Preface 

 
The grace of God displayed in the body of Pleasant Valley Community 

Church (PVCC) has been unprecedented and undeniable.  He has 

marvelously glorified His Son, Jesus Christ, by showing time and again 

that His Gospel is one that is powerful and that saves.1  It is our hope 

and prayer that we have only begun, that we have merely scratched 

the surface of seeing the wonderful things that God has in store for 

PVCC in the years and generations to come.  It is our desire as a 

church to leave a legacy—not merely one whose influence will 

dwindle over time—but one that will stand the tests of time and will 

grow in grace, strength and maturity. We want to build a church that 

makes an impact until the return of our Lord Jesus.  It is our desire that 

our grandchildren and their grandchildren will carry on the work of 

Christ at PVCC and that she will become an enduring pillar—both in 

the Owensboro community and across the nations.  It is with this 

commitment to longevity and a passion to lay an everlasting 

foundation, that under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, and after much 

prayer and counsel, we adopt the PVCC Confession of Faith.  This step, 

we are fully persuaded in the Holy Spirit, is one of great significance 

and one that will strategically contribute to immutable truth for the 

faithful generations to follow.2  

                                                
1 Romans 1:16 
2 2 Timothy 2:2 
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Introduction 

Why E stab lish  a Confession of Faith?  

 

Nine Reasons for  a  Confess ion of Fa ith: 

1 )  Doctr ine Matter s 

 

“Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for 

by doing so you will save both yourself and your hearers.”3  It is 

perhaps these statements that provide the most accurate summary of 

all of the Apostle Paul’s instructions to young pastor Timothy.  Paul’s 

dual concern for his mentee—the man who would pastor the church 

at Ephesus—included both Timothy’s life and his “teaching.”  

Interestingly enough, Paul saw an inevitable link between the two.  

Here, and in other places in Paul’s writings, he points out the profound 

truth that what we believe about God (our “teaching”) directly impacts 

our actions, what we do (our “lives”).  

 

For Timothy, and all believers who will read Paul’s letter, it is not 

enough for us to simply “watch our lives.”  It is not enough for us to 

simply attempt to bear the fruits of the Spirit in an effort to live in such 

as way that brings honor and glory to Christ.  In addition to this close 

observance of our lives and willingness to examine ourselves on a 

consistent basis, we must at the same time, Paul says, “Watch our 

teaching.”  

 

The point is clear:  Timothy served as a pastor, a shepherd to the 

people of God at Ephesus.  By watching his life and teaching closely he 

                                                
3 1 Timothy 4:16 
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became better equipped to watch, or guard, his congregation—the 

recipients of his “teaching.” 

 

It is this initial understanding of the importance of doctrine that 

compels the pastors of PVCC to construct the PVCC Confession of 

Faith. God has called us to shepherd the flock of God at PVCC.  

However, shepherding does not simply imply that the pastors at PVCC 

are to live as role models for the sheep under their care (although 

living lives that honor God is certainly commanded in Scripture).4  

Shepherding involves more than this.  It must include “following good 

doctrine”5 and “teaching sound doctrine.”6  It is preaching sound 

doctrine even when people “will not endure” it.7  It is remaining aware 

that some individuals will come into the church seeking to teach what 

is “different” from sound doctrine.8  It is refuting those who “contradict 

sound doctrine.”9  It is “guarding” and protecting sound doctrine.10  It is 

passing along and “entrusting to faithful men” sound doctrine so that, 

they too, can teach it.11   

 

And so it goes, verse after verse after verse. If Paul’s instruction to 

Timothy and Titus has any implications on today’s pastors and today’s 

churches, then a keen awareness and commitment to “sound doctrine” 

remains fundamentally non-negotiable in the life of any New 

Testament church.  However, this commitment to sound doctrine 

                                                
4 1 Peter 5:3 
5 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13 
6 Titus 2:1, 1 Timothy 4:11 
7 2 Timothy 4:2-3 
8 1 Timothy 1:3 
9 Titus 1:9, 2 Timothy 2:25 
10 1 Timothy 6:20, 2 Timothy 1:14 
11 2 Timothy 2:2 
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cannot simply be subjective.  PVCC, or any New Testament church, 

cannot simply say, “We believe in sound doctrine.”  We must objectively 

define and articulate sound doctrine. 

 

In introducing the confession of faith for Capitol Hill Baptist Church, 

Pastor Mark Dever says, “From the time of the Apostles to today, 

Christians have laid out doctrine (beliefs) in brief, definitive statements.  

As those who know God, we believe it is necessary to set forth in a 

concise fashion the cornerstone truths of our church as guided by 

Scripture.”  

 

The pastors of PVCC agree with Dever.  We deem it a necessary step 

in the health and long-term vitality of PVCC to set forth clearly and 

objectively definitive statements of sound doctrine: The kind of 

doctrine Paul explicitly refers to no less than eight times in his letters to 

Timothy and Titus.12 

 

2 )  To ser ve as a guide in  Scr iptur al inter pr etation in  effor t to 

d istinguish between tr uth and er r or  

 

The Apostle James makes a fascinating observation in chapter 2:19 

when he says, “You believe that God is one; you do well.  Even the 

demons believe – and shudder!”  In other words, it is not enough to 

simply say that we believe in God.  After all, James argues, even the 

demons are monotheistic and recognize only one God.  In fact, not 

only do they believe in Him, they shudder at the recognition of His 

being.  However, James’ point is clear: It is not enough to simply say 

                                                
12 1 Timothy 1:10, 4:6, 6:3, 2 Timothy 1:13, 4:3-4, Titus 1:9, 2:1 
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that we “believe” in something, it is what we believe about that 

something that is equally—if not more—important.   

 

The same is true with God’s Word.   It is simply not enough for a 

church to profess a loyalty to the Bible.  Furthermore, it is not even 

enough for a church to be inerrantists; that is, to believe that the Bible 

is inspired by God and without error.  The assumption for members at 

PVCC is that yes, we believe in the inspired, inerrant Word of God.  

With this assumption, the question for PVCC is not merely “Do we 

believe in the Bible?”  The even more important question is “What do 

we believe the Bible teaches?”   

The most radical denials of biblical truth frequently coexist with a 

professed regard for the authority and testimony of the Bible.13  For 

example, Mormons profess to believe in the Bible; in fact, along with 

the Book of Mormon, they use the Bible and quote from it frequently 

and without reservation.  However, it is their interpretation of Scripture 

that has led them into heresy.  It is their twisting of John 1:1 that has 

led them to deny the truth that Jesus Christ was in fact the God-Man. 

Perhaps coming a bit closer to basic biblical beliefs, a number of 

denominations state very unapologetically that they believe in the Bible 

and that it is without error.  However, it is their faulty interpretation of 

the Bible that has brought about to teaching that baptism is necessary 

for the forgiveness of sins.   

Pentecostals have primarily maintained the belief that the Bible is the 

Word of God; however, it is their interpretation of Scripture that has 

                                                
13 1 Timothy 1:7 
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led some of them to wrongly teach that speaking in tongues is the 

necessary evidence of one who has been baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

Baptists across the board have historically believed in the authority of 

Scripture; however, it is some Baptists’ interpretation of Scripture that 

has led them to the misunderstanding of the Gospel that a true child of 

God can “lose” his or her salvation.14 

Example after example could be provided, but the point is clear: We 

must say more than “We believe in the Bible.”  We must say what we 

believe about the Bible and we must clarify and carefully articulate 

what we believe to be sound doctrine.15  We must not simply be 

prepared to “handle” God’s Word; we must be committed to “rightly 

handle the Word of Truth.”16 When men use the very words of the 

Bible to promote false teaching, when the Word of Truth is perverted 

to serve error, nothing less than a confession of faith will serve publicly 

to draw clear lines between truth and error.  

 

3 )  To guar d the pastor s and other  teacher s in  the chur ch 

fr om slipping into doctr inal er r or  

 

No pastor or teacher is beyond the possibility of falling into doctrinal 

error.  In studying the doctrine and theology of many men throughout 

history, one will quickly see how many of them—at some point—

dramatically shifted from sound doctrine to quite the opposite.   

 

                                                
14 John 10:28-29 
15 Titus 2:1 
16 2 Timothy 2:15 
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A move away from doctrinal truth is probably what happened in the 

church at Ephesus and provided the motivation for Paul’s opening 

words to Timothy, “As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, 

remain at Ephesus that you may charge certain persons not to teach 

any different doctrine…desiring to be teachers of the law, without 

understanding either what they are saying or the things about which 

they make confident assertions.”17  Paul tells us later in chapter four of 

the same letter that some of these teachers had actually devoted 

themselves to the teachings of demons.18  It is extremely unlikely that 

upon these men’s initial appointment as teachers in the church at 

Ephesus they held to such false teachings.  Almost certainly, it was over 

time that they “swerved”19 from the sound doctrine to which at one 

time they were seemingly committed. 

 

None are exempt from such a vulnerability to swerve and deviate 

from sound doctrine.  Thus, it is a church’s confession of faith that 

clearly sets forth boundaries for sound doctrine.  If a pastor or teacher 

at PVCC steps outside of these doctrinal boundaries, and could not be 

brought back within them after much counsel and encouragement 

from his fellow pastors, he would willfully disqualify himself from 

serving in leadership at PVCC. 

 

4) To ser ve as a test of doctr inal fidelity and to assur e 

unanimity among pastor s and teacher s 

 

                                                
17 1 Timothy 1:3, 7 
18 1 Timothy 4:1 
19 1 Timothy 1:6 
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Paul is clear in his instruction as it relates to the New Testament office 

of pastor/elder/overseer (we believe these three terms to be 

synonymous).  These men must be “able to teach.”20  However, what 

must they be able to teach? The context in all of 1Timothy, 2 Timothy, 

and Titus is clear. They must not simply be able to teach from the Bible.  

They must be able to teach “sound doctrine” and they must be able to 

“rightly divide the Word of Truth.”21  Paul’s instruction to Pastor Titus is 

not to simply “teach doctrine.”  Paul commands Titus to “…teach what 

accords with sound doctrine.”22  

 

The implication is evident: If “sound doctrine” exists, then by definition, 

“unsound doctrine” also exists.23  Pastors and teachers at PVCC must 

meet the requirements set forth by Paul as it relates to sound doctrine.  

Only a definitive confession of faith can clearly identify such doctrines 

in an objective fashion.  

 

Furthermore, while personalities, ideas, passions, and to some degree 

philosophy of ministry will certainly be diverse among a plurality of 

pastors, it seems apparent that doctrinal unity in critical matters remains 

necessary.  Certainly, no Christian thinks identically on every single 

issue. For this reason, it is understood and expected that some 

variations on minor and obviously grey doctrinal issues may exists 

(example, such as the “age of the earth” or the details of the “end 

times.”  The key words in the preceding sentence are minor in 

comparison to some beliefs.  For this reason the PVCC Confession of 

                                                
20 1 Timothy 3:2 
21 2 Timothy 2:15 
22 Titus 2:1 
23 1 Timothy 1:3, 4:1 
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Faith will only address with certainty the major doctrines of Scripture—

the ones we consider to be more straightforward.  

 

5)  To ser ve the cause of str engthening and pr omoting unity 

among the body at PVCC 

 

In Ephesians 4:12-14, Paul seems to indicate a clear connection 

between a church’s unity and her response to doctrine.  Paul states, 

“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 

of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 

the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every 

wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes.” 

 

Instead of weakening the church, a recognition of and adherence to 

sound doctrine stabilizes the church against the “winds” of confusion; it 

strengthens and enables her to grow in unity and to contend for the 

faith24—especially in the midst of false teaching. 

 

Additionally, we concur with Bethlehem Baptist Church in the following 

statement, taken from the Bethlehem Baptist Church Elder Affirmation 

of Faith: 

 

We believe that the cause of unity in the church is best served, 

not by finding the lowest common denominator of doctrine, 

                                                
24 Jude 3 
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around which all can gather, but by elevating the value of 

truth, stating the doctrinal parameters of church or school or 

mission or ministry, seeking the unity that comes from the 

truth, and then demonstrating to the world how Christians can 

love each other across boundaries rather than by removing 

boundaries.  In this way, the importance of truth is served by 

the existence of doctrinal borders, and unity is served by the 

way we love others across those borders. 

 

6) To establish the identity of PVCC 

 

Every church is uniquely different.  PVCC’s church sign and a few 

sermons simply are not sufficient to accurately and comprehensively 

identify who we are as a church.  Our confession of faith will serve as a 

clear and concise statement of just that—who we are.  Again, this 

statement assumes that what we believe directly impacts what we do 

when we gather together as a body or represent our church in the 

community.  PVCC’s Confession of Faith makes an obvious statement to 

our community as to those truths that we hold most dearly and 

unapologetically.  Furthermore, our confession gives us an objective, 

doctrinal identity and is practically helpful for those trying to discern the 

church God would lead them to join.  Additionally, if a person is 

shocked to hear a particular doctrine taught from the pulpit after 

attending for an extended length of time, the Confession should have 

already introduced them to the teaching.  It is not the agenda of PVCC 

to hide or be ashamed of what we believe.  Our agenda in this 

Confession is not to promote theological systems. Our goal is to 
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concisely present, in general, a summary of the foundational doctrines 

that Scripture presents as the most prevalent and crucial. 

 

7)  To show wisdom in r ecognizing and embr acing the sound 

doctr ine of our  for efather s 

 

Essentially, PVCC’s Confession of Faith is an eclectic blend of many 

other confessions.  Some were written as recently as 2000, while 

others have existed for hundreds of years.  As a result, only a small 

portion of the subject matter is “original” to PVCC.  In many instances 

the vocabulary, sentence and paragraph structure, examples and 

emphases have been personalized, but the foundation and majority of 

the content came from like-minded churches, seminaries and alliances.  

 

W. Hetherington is right when he said, “A confession of faith is not the 

very voice of Divine Truth, but the echo of that Truth from souls that 

have heard its utterance, felt its power, and are answering to its call.” 

 

Furthermore, we agree with the words of Robert Rayburn in his article 

“Creeds and Confessions”.  In referring to previously written and 

historical confessions of faith, Rayburn says: 

 

“Of course, each one, and especially each minister, must judge 

them (the confessions) with Bible in hand. But it is one thing to 

receive these dogmas "with great eagerness and examine the 

Scriptures ... to see if they be true;" another thing altogether to 

imagine that one can, by oneself, without recourse to or 

dependence upon the creeds, come to an equally sure 
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understanding of the Divine Mind. Creeds and confessions are 

voices from the church's past. They are the distillation of the 

church's discoveries of the meaning and the implications of the 

truth as God has revealed it in Holy Scripture and confirmed it 

in the experience and the conscience of his people. They are 

the witness our fathers bear to us across the ages regarding 

what they considered to be of supreme importance and 

essential to be conveyed to the rising generations. It is in this 

sense that creeds are, in its most compressed and authoritative 

form, the church's "tradition," what is "handed down" from one 

generation to the next.” 

We would be arrogant and unwise to negate the conclusions of nearly 

2,000 years of church history.  However, we do recognize that over 

hundreds of years (culturally-speaking) times have changed.  

Therefore, confessions are not beyond revision and improvement.  

Additionally, church history did not stop in the seventeenth century. 

We are faced with a multitude of doctrinal errors and cultural crises 

today that did not previously exist.  Consequently, similar to what 

Southern Baptists did in updating the Baptist Faith and Message from 

1963 to 2000 (due to a changing culture with varying issues), so we 

maintain the right and openness to revising the PVCC Confession of 

Faith if necessary, yet only with extreme caution. 

8) To identify the chur ch’s convictions in  the hour  of 

tr ibulation 

We live in a world that continues to place less emphasis on traditional 

values.  One hundred years ago, the idea of same-sex marriage was 
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unthinkable.  The idea of tax dollars funding abortions would have 

been unthinkable.  The imprisonment of a Christian the United States 

for speaking out against particular sins would have been beyond 

imagination.  Therefore, it is necessary that in such a time as this, as 

Paul warned us of in these “difficult last days,”25 that PVCC states clearly 

where we stand on all relevant cultural issues.  For example, if a 

woman decides to join PVCC, it must be clearly articulated to her that if 

she chooses to have an abortion we would confront her with the 

sinfulness of her intention and follow through with church discipline if 

she pursued the abortion. 

9) To establish PVCC doctr inally  and to guar d her  fr om 

futur e doctr inal er r or  

Like any church, the leadership of PVCC will change over time.  As 

pastors and leaders come and go, the commitment to sound doctrine 

at PVCC must not vary.  Apart from a church-supported confession of 

faith clearly outlining PVCC’s doctrinal positions, the possibility exists that 

liberal-minded men could enter into leadership and introduce 

unsound doctrine.  It has happened in many churches before and we 

would be unwise and naïve to think that it could not happen to us.  

However, if PVCC is committed to such a document as this confession, 

and if all incoming leaders must agree to it, then such a deviation from 

orthodoxy would be far more difficult, if not impossible.  Thus, this 

confession is not simply for those who are members of PVCC today; it 

is for our children and our grandchildren—for generations to come—

as long as the Lord so tarries. 

                                                
25 2 Timothy 3:1-9 
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Finally, we do not equate this Confession with Scripture.  The authority 

for teaching, preaching, and Christian living is the Word of God.  We 

believe that Scripture is sufficient to teach, reprove, correct, and train 

in righteousness.26  This confession serves not as our authority but as 

our guide in interpreting the authoritative teachings of the Old and 

New Testaments.  Does the PVCC Confession of Faith in anyway 

assume the authority of Scripture? Absolutely not.  One of the 

common objections to a confession of faith says that the Bible is 

enough. What right does a church have to interpose its authority to 

define and articulate the Bible for others? 

 

In response to this objection, we consider the words of Samuel Miller 

in Creeds and Confessions,  

“I answer, this reasoning would prove too much, and 

therefore proves nothing. For, if admitted, it would prove that 

all preaching of the gospel is presumptuous and criminal; 

because preaching always consisted in explaining and 

enforcing Scripture, and that, for the most part, in the words 

of the preacher himself. Nay, further; upon the principle of 

this objection, it not only follows, that no minister of the gospel 

ought ever do more in the pulpit than simply to read or 

repeat the very words of Scripture; but it is equally evident 

that he must read or repeat Scripture to his hearers only in 

the language in which they were given to the Church. For, as 

has been often observed, it cannot be said that the very 

words of any translation of the Bible are the very words of the 

Holy Spirit. They are only the words which uninspired men 

                                                
26 2 Timothy 3:16 
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have chosen, in which to express, as nearly as they were able, 

the sense of the original. If, therefore, the objection before us 

be admitted, no man is at liberty to teach the great truths of 

revelation in any other way than by literally repeating the 

Hebrew text of the Old Testament, and the Greek of the 

New, in the hearing of the people. So extreme is the 

absurdity to which an erroneous principle will not fail to lead 

those who are weak enough, or bold enough, to follow it to 

its legitimate consequences!” 

 

We do not believe that we are in any way stepping out of bounds or 

minimizing the authority of Scripture.  If we believed this, we would 

not construct such a confession.  Instead, we agree with the words of 

Baptist historian and seminary professor Tom Nettles, “In actuality, 

history demonstrates that those who value their confessions also give 

the most intense attention to Scripture and have the greatest regard 

for the purity and consistency of its doctrines. A loss in confidence in 

the inerrancy and consistency of the Bible naturally produces a 

skeptical attitude toward confessions of faith.” 
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Chapter 1 

Revelation  

 

Gener al Revelation 

God is not silent.27  He has not simply created all things and then taken 

a backseat to merely watch His creation wonder around aimlessly 

without a hint or clue of who He is or what He is thinking.  There are 

few ways that God has chosen to show His grace to creation other 

than in what He has spoken in a general sense through His creation. 

When we see the sun, moon, and stars, we can clearly perceive 

elements of His glory.28  He manifests His glory in creation so clearly to 

us that even apart from any additional revelation of Him, we would be 

without excuse on the Day of Judgment.29  However, while the 

revelation of God in creation and our conscience30 is enough to leave 

us without excuse before God, it is not enough to give us that 

knowledge of God, which is necessary for our salvation.31   

 

Special Revelation 

For this reason, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, God has graciously 

and specifically revealed His character, His will, and His plan to us in 

human words32 in what we call the Bible.  The Bible is the sole authority 

for the church and is the final and supreme standard by which we test 

all claims about what is true and right.  All Scripture (the 66 books of 

                                                
27 Psalm 50:3 
28 Psalm 19:1 
29 Romans 1:19-21 
30 Romans 2:12-16 
31 Romans 1:16 
32 2 Peter 1:21 
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the Old and New testaments) was literally breathed out by God33 and 

as a result became a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction. Because 

God cannot lie,34 the Bible contains no errors or contradictions.35  We 

deny that any portion of the Bible may legitimately be used in an effort 

to find contradiction or to undermine the truthfulness of another 

portion.  The words of Paul, Matthew, Luke, Moses, or any other 

biblical writer are just as authoritative and God-breathed as are the 

very words of Christ Himself.36 

 

It is the 66 books of the Bible—and these alone—that constitute the 

written Word of God.  The books commonly called the Apocrypha, 

(that appear in some versions of Scripture and most notably used by 

the Roman Catholic Church) are not inspired by God and thus have no 

authority in the church.  Furthermore, we believe that the canon of 

Scripture is closed.  This means that no other books or writings are to 

be added to Scripture or are to be considered of equal or superseding 

authority with Scripture.37  It is for this reason that we assert that the 

Book of Mormon, the Koran, and any other religious writings that claim 

heavenly authority are false. Upon careful study, it is found that such 

writings are in direct contradiction to Scripture. 

 

We concede and humbly admit, like the Apostle Peter, that some 

things in the Bible that are difficult to understand. 38  Although the 

Word of God is written in ordinary human language,, our finite minds, 

                                                
33 2 Timothy 3:16 
34 Numbers 23:19, Hebrews 6:18 
35 Proverbs 30:5, Psalm 12:6 
36 1 Corinthians 7:10, 2 Timothy 3:16, Luke 24:27, 44 
37 Revelation 22:18 
38 2 Peter 3:16 
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traditional biases, personal sin and cultural assumptions hinder us from 

mastering the biblical text.  It is for this reason that the work and 

illumination of the Holy Spirit is essential for an accurate understanding 

of God’s Word.39 While reading and studying the Word of God, we 

must pray like the Psalmist, “Open my eyes, that I may behold 

wondrous things out of your law… Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me 

your statutes.”40 

 

If after pleading with the Holy Spirit to grant us discernment into a right 

understanding of God’s Word—and we continue to wrestle with 

difficult or seemingly “grey” doctrine—we must adhere to the principle 

of interpretation known as the “analogy of faith.”  In other words, the 

infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself.  In the 

instance where a question exists about the true or full sense of a 

particular passage of Scripture, we must search for other passages in 

the Bible that speak more clearly to the same topic41 without 

disregarding the original text in dispute. 

In summary, we concur with the “Foundation Documents” of The 

Gospel Coalition: 

 

The Bible is to be believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it 

teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it requires; and 

trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises.  As God’s 

people hear, believe, and do the Word, they are equipped as 

disciples of Christ and witnesses to the Gospel. 

                                                
39 1 Corinthians 2:12-16 
40 Psalm 119:18, 12 
41 Acts 15:15-16 
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Chapter 2  

The Nature and Character of God 

 

Intr oduction 

It is the temptation and instinct of mankind to create in our own sinful 

minds a “god” that is the figment of our imagination.  While Scripture 

teaches that we are made in the image of God,42 we tend to want to 

create gods made in our image.  As a result, the God of the universe is 

often wrongly depicted and understood in a way that is dreadfully 

contrary to His true being.  It is for this reason that we began Chapter 

One by addressing the Word of God.  The primary and only infallible 

basis (besides the general revelation of creation) that we have for 

understanding the person and character of God is what He has clearly 

told us about Himself in Scripture.  At PVCC, we are careful to make 

sure that we, independent of Scripture, are not defining God.  God 

and God alone is capable of defining Himself.   

 

Accordingly, everything that we say and believe about the character of 

God is rooted in Scripture alone.  One of the greatest mistakes in the 

modern identity of God is to either over- or under-emphasize any 

number of His attributes.  For example, it is true that God is love,43 but 

we fear that often the love of God is emphasized in such a way that His 

other and equally important attributes are dismissed, denied, or 

overlooked.  Additionally, we understand that the love of God can only 

                                                
42 Genesis 1:27 
43 1 John 4:16 
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truly be grasped when it is joined to His holiness,44 righteousness,45 and 

justice.46   God hates sin47 and will by no means clear the guilty.48 

Additionally, God is all-powerful,49 all-knowing,50 everywhere present,51 

and He does not change.52  At the same time, He is gracious, merciful, 

patient, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving sin53 and a rewarder 

of those who diligently seek Him.54 

 

One God In Thr ee Per sons 

In a careful study of Scripture, we quickly learn that one of the most 

important things that God has revealed about Himself is that while He is 

the one and only true God,55 He uniquely exists in three persons.56  

This doctrine is most commonly referred to as the doctrine of the 

Trinity.  In the Trinity, we see God the Father,57 God the Son58 and God 

the Holy Spirit.59 

 

In the Trinity, we also see equality of deity; that is, each Person of the 

Godhead is fully and completely God.60  Jesus Himself claimed that He 

                                                
44 Exodus 15:11, Psalm 29:2, Isaiah 6:3 
45 Psalm 9:8, Psalm 89:14, Romans 1:17 
46 Isaiah 30:18 
47 Psalm 5:5-6  
48 Exodus 34:7, Nahum 1:2-3 
49 Genesis 17:1 
50 Ezekiel 11:5, Acts 15:18 
51 Jeremiah 23:23-24, Psalm 139:7-12, Amos 9:2-3 
52 Malachi 3:6 
53 Exodus 34:6-7 
54 Hebrews 11:6 
55 Deuteronomy 6:4, 1 Corinthians 8:6 
56 Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14 
57 John 6:46, John 20:17, Romans 15:6 
58 John 20:31, John 5:18, Matthew 11:27, John 10:30 
59 1 Corinthians 2:10-11, Romans 8:27, Genesis 1:2, John 14:16-17 
60 John 1:18, John 1:1, Colossians 2:9, Acts 5:3-4, 1 Corinthians 3:16 
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was one with His Father61; Paul asserts Jesus Christ is the image of the 

invisible God.62 Likewise, even Christ Himself was active in the creation 

of the world, thus indicating his eternality.63  At the same time, the Spirit 

of God is not merely an inferior Person in the Trinity.  He is fully God, 

even as is the Father and the Son.  At PVCC, we are committed to 

worshipping and glorifying all three persons of the Trinity:  Father, Son 

and Spirit. 

 

While we see equality in terms of deity, we see a distinction in terms of 

the roles among members of the Trinity.  For example, in terms of 

God’s plan for the salvation of sinners, God the Father chose those 

whom He would save;64 He gave His chosen ones to His Son,65 and 

then sent the Son to die on their behalf.66   However, it was Christ the 

Son who obeyed His Father,67 took the form of a Servant,68 bore our 

sins on the cross,69 and in so doing absorbed the wrath of His Father as 

our substitute.70  Following the resurrection of Christ,71 it is the Spirit of 

God who has come to apply redemption to us by convicting us of our 

sin72 and giving us the new birth73 whereby we are enabled to repent 

of sin and place our faith in Christ.  

                                                
61 John 10:30 
62 Colossians 1:15 
63 Colossians 1:16 
64 Ephesians 1:4 
65 John 6:37, 39 
66 John 3:16, John 6:38 
67 John 6:38,  
68 Philippians 2:8, Isaiah 52:13 – Isaiah 53:10 
69 1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21 
70 Isaiah 53:10 
71 Matthew 28:1-10 
72 John 16:8 
73 John 3:3-8 
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Here in our salvation, and in many other places in Scripture (such as in 

creation)74 we see all three persons of the Trinity present, performing 

different roles.  Within the Trinity, we see the perfect display of love 

and relationship.75 As a result, we must humbly recognize that God did 

not create mankind because He was lonely or needy.  The fact is, prior 

to the creation of man, God was supremely joyful in the fellowship of 

the Trinity.76 Before creation he was not deprived77 of any additional 

glory that was not already present in Himself.78 

 

                                                
74 Genesis 1:1-2, Colossians 1:16 
75 John 17:26 
76 Proverbs 8:27-30 
77 Psalm 50:9-15, Acts 17:25 
78 John 17:1 
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Chapter 3  

The Sovereignty  of God 

 

From beginning to end, Scripture is clear that God remains in absolute 

control of the world and its inhabitants—all that He created.79  From the 

casting of the lot,80 to the bird falling from the sky,81 to the activities of 

the nations,82 to the plans of politicians,83 to the secret acts of 

individuals,84 to what will happen to us tomorrow,85 to scheduling the 

very day that we will die,86 God has written the stories of our lives and 

the story of the entire universe.  Thus, we deny the theology held by 

some known as “open theism,” which asserts that God is both inactive 

and unable to predict the future occurrences of His creation.87 

 

It is important to note that God has not made any determination based 

upon any conditions that He foresaw in us or decisions that we would 

make.88  Instead, God has decreed all things by the perfect and holy 

counsel of His will alone.89 

 

We deny that the doctrine of God’s sovereignty implies that human 

beings are without responsibility—that we are merely pre-

                                                
79 Isaiah 40:28 
80 Acts 1:24-26, Proverbs 16:33 
81 Matthew 10:29-30 
82 Psalm 33:10-11, Amos 3:6, Lamentations 3:37-38, Genesis 50:20 
83 Revelation 17:16-17, Proverbs 21:1 
84 Proverbs 20:24, 16:9 
85 Psalm 139:16 
86 Hebrews 9:12 
87 Isaiah 46:10 
88 Romans 9:11, 13, 16, 18 
89 Ephesians 1:11, Isaiah 46:10-11 
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programmed to act and behave in certain ways.  Here we venture into 

one of the great mysteries of Scripture: The mysterious relationship 

between the absolute sovereignty of God and the total responsibility of 

man.  We humbly admit that these two truths are hard to grasp90 and 

that there are simply some questions that our finite minds will never 

have the ability to fully answer in this life.91  However, we know by faith 

that the sovereignty of God is perfectly compatible with the 

responsibility of man, and that in Scripture we see that man is always 

morally accountable for his actions.92  At the same time, we recognize 

that God has acted in such a sovereign way that He is neither the 

author of sin nor is capable of sinning,93 and that He never condemns a 

person unjustly.94 

 

The Doctr ine of E lection 

If God has ordained all things that come to pass, this includes the 

results of His plan of salvation as set forth in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

We believe that God’s election of sinners is unconditional That is, from 

before the foundation of the world,95 God chose in His grace96 to save 

for Himself an elect97 people through Jesus Christ.  God’s choice of His 

elect was in no way affected, or conditioned by, some merit or deed 

that He foreknew these individuals would possess.98  Neither (as many 

                                                
90 2 Peter 3:16 
91 Isaiah 55:8-9 
92 Romans 3:19, John 5:39-40 
93 Deuteronomy 32:4,  1 John 1:5, James 1:13 
94 Romans 1:20, Romans 2:11-12, Daniel 4:37 
95 Ephesians 1:4-5 
96 Romans 11:5-8 
97 1 Peter 1:1 
98 Romans 9:11 
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argue) did God make His choice based upon those whom He 

foreknew “would” have chosen Him of their own will and accord.99 

 

At this point we must rightly recognize that some have taken this 

beautiful doctrine of divine election and abused it by altogether 

negating human responsibility.  Again, although it is difficult for our 

human minds to grasp, man does have the responsibility to knowingly 

and consciously repent of his sin and turn to faith in Jesus Christ; 

otherwise he will perish eternally in hell.100  Any gospel that renounces 

the necessity of human faith and repentance is not the true gospel 

found in Scripture.  The Scriptural teaching is that man must turn from 

his sin and come to faith in Christ.  However, we recognize that the 

only reason that man is capable of doing these things is because God 

in His grace has enabled man to do so.101  Man must repent, but man 

can only repent after God grants him repentance.102  Man must place 

faith in Christ, but He can only do so after God has given him the gift of 

faith.103 Man does not receive God’s election because he first believed 

in Christ.  Instead, man believes in Christ because God has elected him 

and because God previously appointed him to eternal life.104 Thus, 

genuine and fruit-bearing faith in Christ is the evidence of one’s 

election.   

At PVCC, we recognize that the doctrines of the sovereignty of God 

and His unconditional election are deep and sometimes difficult to fully 

grasp.  So, it is with humility and patience that we teach these truths.  

                                                
99 John 1:12-13, Romans 3:11 
100 Luke 13:3, John 5:39-40, John 3:16-18 
101 John 6:44, 65 
102 Acts 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:24-25 
103 Ephesians 2:8-9, Philippians 1:29, Romans 12:3, Acts 14:27 
104 Acts 13:48 
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We will not refuse membership to individuals who do not fully agree 

with the arguments of these doctrines.  However, we respectfully 

require that prospective members have teachable spirits and a 

commitment not to willfully undermine the teaching of PVCC.  We 

strongly encourage all members to prayerfully, humbly, and 

thoroughly search the Scriptures to see if these things are not so.105  

The leaders of PVCC will embrace the wisdom of the Baptist 

Confession of Faith of 1689 and commit to handling these doctrines 

with “special prudence and care.” 

                                                
105 Acts 17:11 
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Chapter  4  

Creation and Fall 

 

We believe that God created the universe106 and everything in it107 out 

of nothing.108  We believe that God created man in his own image109 in 

an instant, as He did the rest of creation, thus negating the “scientific” 

theory of evolution. 

 

The first two human beings, Adam110 and Eve,111 were created in the 

image of God and were morally upright, and “very good,” like the rest 

of creation.112 However, by their own wills (instead of obeying God)113 

they chose to listen to Satan and as a result sinned against God by 

eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.114  

Consequently, Adam and Eve plunged themselves and all of humanity 

into sin and death, having fallen from their original innocence and 

communion with God.115  Because Adam is the head of the human 

race, his fall and spiritual death became the fall and spiritual death of 

every single human being. As a result, we all inherited a disease that 

will ultimately kill us,116 the disease of sin.117  Having inherited this sin 

disease, otherwise known as “original sin,” all human beings are now 

                                                
106 Genesis 1:1 
107 Psalm 24:1-2 
108 Hebrews 11:3, Hebrews 1:2, John 1:1-3 
109 Genesis 1:27 
110 Genesis 2:20 
111 Genesis 3:20 
112 Genesis 1:31 
113 Genesis 2:17 
114 Genesis 3:6 
115 Genesis 3:7-8, Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:21 
116 Genesis 3:19 
117 Romans 5:12-19 
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corrupt by nature,118 enslaved119 and dead to sin120 even from their 

conception.121  As a result, we are totally depraved and morally unable 

to please God apart from His grace,122possessing no ability to perform 

any truly righteous deed in His sight.123 Additionally, we are by nature 

children of God’s wrath124 and remain his enemies until rescued by 

Christ.125 Furthermore, because of our spiritually dead condition apart 

from Christ,126 we remain powerless to and completely incapable of 

coming to Christ on our own.127 God Himself must draw us.128 

 

Not only was mankind affected by sin, but also the entire creation now 

bears the curse of man’s sin.129  It is for this reason that the creation is 

presently plagued by sickness, decay, tragedy, and loss and longs for 

the day when it too, will be redeemed.130 

 

                                                
118 Ephesians 2:2-3 
119 Romans 6:16, 20 
120 Ephesians 2:1 
121 Psalm 51:5 
122 1 Corinthians 2:14, Romans 8:7-8, Deuteronomy 29:4 
123 Isaiah 64:6 
124 Ephesians 2:3 
125 Romans 5:10 
126 Ephesians 2:1 
127 Romans 3:10-11 
128 John 6:44 
129 Genesis 3:14, 17-18 
130 Romans 8:20-22, Revelation 22:3 
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Chapter 5  

Jesus Christ, The Sav ior Of The World  

 

More than 2,000 years ago, God became a Man in the person 

of Jesus Christ.131  Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary.132  He was fully God133 and fully human,134 one Person 

with two natures.  By maintaining the nature of both God and Man, it 

was Jesus Christ who was the Chosen One of God—the one and only 

Mediator between God and fallen man.135 

 

Although Christ experienced the temptations and difficulties that all 

humans face, He never sinned.136  In his earthly ministry, Christ 

preached, taught, showed power and authority over evil, and worked 

countless miracles.137  Furthermore, He came to walk in perfect 

obedience to His Father, fulfilling his role as the second Adam; where 

the first Adam failed, Christ succeeded.138  As He marched toward the 

cross at Golgotha, 139 it became clear that He was the fulfillment of 

many Old Testament prophecies and that He was indeed the Messiah 

of God,140 the Seed of the woman who would crush the head of the 

serpent.141 He proved Himself also to be the Prophet like Moses,142 the 

                                                
131 John 1:1, 14 
132 Luke 1:34-35 
133 Matthew 1:23 
134 Luke 2:52 
135 1 Timothy 2:5 
136 Hebrews 4:15 
137 Matthew 4:23-24 
138 1 Corinthians 15:45 
139 Matthew 27:33 
140 John 1:41 
141 Genesis 3:15 
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Priest after the order of Melchezedek,143 the Son of David,144  and the 

Suffering Servant.145  He was in fact the Promised One that Moses, the 

prophets, and the Psalms had said would come.146  

 

We believe that Christ both voluntarily147 and in accordance with the 

predetermined plan of God148 suffered and died on the cross as a 

substitute for sinners.149   He did this so that in Him, we might become 

the righteousness of God.150 On the cross He canceled sin,151 satisfied 

the wrath of God that we deserved,152 and by bearing the full penalty 

for our sins, reconciled to God all those who believe in Christ.153  

Because the wrath and condemnation of God was fully satisfied in the 

death of Christ, and because the righteousness of Christ has been 

imputed to us by faith, we now stand justified in the presence of 

God.154 There is therefore now no condemnation for those of us who 

are in Christ Jesus.155 

 

This is only part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  If we were to end with 

the death of Jesus, then the “Gospel,” which literally means “good 

news,” would not be good news at all.  We believe that not only did 

                                                                                                         
142 Deuteronomy 18:18 
143 Psalm 110:4, Hebrews 5:5-6 
144 Isaiah 9:7, Matthew 1:1 
145 Isaiah 52:13, 53:3-6 
146 Luke 24:27, 44 
147 John 10:18 
148 Acts 2:23 
149 Galatians 3:13, 1 Peter 2:24 
150 2 Corinthians 5:21 
151 Colossians 2:14 
152 1 John 2:2, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, Romans 5:9, 1 Thessalonians 5:9 
153 Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:18, Colossians 1:22 
154 Romans 5:1 
155 Romans 8:1 
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Christ die, but that He was buried and on the third day, rose from the 

dead.  After His resurrection many witnesses, as prophesied in 

Scripture, saw Christ.156  By His resurrection, Christ broke the power of 

death and defeated Satan who once had power over it.157  Through 

this death and resurrection, Christ has become the only means of 

salvation.  Salvation is found in no one else.  There is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved,158 

thereby making Jesus Christ the only Way, the only Truth, and the only 

Life. No man is able to come to God except through Him.159  All other 

religions, alleged saviors, and so- called roads to heaven are false and 

lead to hell.  What can wash away our sins?  Nothing but the blood of 

Jesus! 

 

                                                
156 1 Corinthians 15:4 
157 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 
158 Acts 4:12 
159 John 14:6 
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Chapter 6   

Faith  and the Gospel That Saves 

 

It is through the believing of this message, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

that God saves sinners.160  We believe that upon hearing and believing 

this Gospel message, God justifies the ungodly by faith alone (apart 

from works).161  Our faith, which is a gift from God,162 is the sole 

instrument by which we are united to Christ; we then become 

righteous and acceptable to God.  This righteousness is not anything 

that we have done or earned.  Neither is it imparted to us at baptism 

or over time.  Instead, it is imputed, or given, to us when we believe 

and it is the very righteousness of Christ Himself.163 

 

While it is faith alone that initially saves, we believe that genuine saving 

faith is never alone.  It necessarily produces the fruits of the Spirit.164  If 

one claims to have faith in Christ but demonstrates no evidence of 

Christian fruit, that person’s supposed faith is dead and does not 

save.165  Again, it is not works that save,166  but works are the 

guaranteed by-product of authentic faith in Christ.  Grace is the root; 

works are the fruit.  PVCC believes that salvation is by grace alone, 

through faith alone, in Christ alone, for the glory of God alone. 

 

                                                
160 Romans 1:16 
161 Titus 3:5-7, Romans 3:28, 4:4-5, Galatians 2:16, Romans 5:1, Galatians 3:24 
162 Ephesians 2:8-9, Philippians 1:27, Romans 12:3 
163 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 5:18-19 
164 Galatians 5:22-23, Matthew 7:16-20 
165 James 2:14 
166 Ephesians 2:8-9 
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This powerful Gospel message that saves is to be proclaimed to every 

tongue, tribe, and nation.167 People everywhere, without exception, 

are commanded to repent and believe in the Gospel.168  We believe 

that the Scripture teaches that we must proclaim a universal offer of 

the Gospel to all persons and that nothing prevents the salvation of the 

greatest sinner on earth but his own inherent depravity and voluntary 

rejection of the Gospel.169  It is not our responsibility to try to discern 

who are the elect and those who are not. Only God knows those who 

are His own. So we, with compassionate and broken hearts, beg and 

plead with sinners to come to Christ,170 believing what the Gospel 

promises: Namely, that whosoever will call upon the name of the Lord 

will be saved.171  Because God is not willing that any should perish but 

that all should come to repentance,172 we too should not be willing that 

any should perish but that all should be saved.  If one’s view of the 

sovereignty of God quenches his passion for souls and the desire to 

preach the Gospel to all sinners, then this person’s theology is not from 

God.  We reject any theological posture or disposition that does not 

passionately preach the Gospel to all people, or that does not boldly 

demand men and women to repent and believe. In some form of 

invitation, we, like Paul, see it biblically appropriate to persuade,173 beg, 

and compel sinners to be reconciled to God.174 

 

                                                
167 Matthew 28:19-20 
168 Acts 17:30 
169 John 5:40, Matthew 23:27, Romans 9:32, Proverbs 1:24, Acts 13:46 
170 Matthew 23:27, Romans 9:1-3 
171 John 3:16, Romans 10:13 
172 2 Peter 3:9 
173 2 Corinthians 5:11 
174 2 Corinthians 5:20 
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One might naturally ask this question: If God has already determined 

those He is going to save, then what is our motivation for preaching 

the Gospel?  While it is true that God has chosen those whom He will 

save, it is equally true that He has chosen us as His instruments and the 

means by which people will hear and embrace the saving message of 

the Gospel.  A lost world cannot believe in a Christ of whom they have 

never heard; we have been set apart by God to proclaim His saving 

message.175  Furthermore, the doctrine of election should not quench 

our desire to share the Gospel.  Rather, it should motivate and inspire 

us all the more.  Scripture says that Christ has redeemed people from 

every tongue, tribe and nation and has appointed them to eternal life.  

When they hear the Gospel, they will eventually believe.176  The Word 

of God is powerful and when it reaches the hearts of God’s chosen 

ones, it will not return to Him void, but will accomplish its saving 

purpose for which God sent it.177 

                                                
175 Romans 10:14-17, Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:19-20 
176 Acts 13:48 
177 Isaiah 55:11 
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Chapter  7  

Sanctif ication and Perseverance 

 

Upon conversion, the believer is ushered into the process of 

sanctification where he is made a partaker of Christ’s holiness and over 

time becomes increasingly conformed to His image.178  This process of 

sanctification manifests itself not only as Christians produce more fruit 

by the power of the Holy Spirit,179 but also as the believer continues to 

grow in Christ.180  By degrees sin is “put off” and righteousness is “put 

on.”  This process of sanctification continues throughout the life of the 

believer, and although it may likely be characterized by “ups and 

downs” and the inevitable fall into sin on occasion,181 God always 

finishes what He starts in the life of His children.182   

 

PVCC also believes in the doctrine of glorification,183 that is, that on the 

Last Day, God will raise our lowly bodies from the dead and transform 

them to be like Christ’s glorious body.184  So, there is a real sense in 

which the salvation of the believer is not yet fully completed.  After all, 

we are like the rest of creation in that we are groaning for the day 

when we will receive the redemption of our bodies.185  Perhaps one of 

the greatest shortcomings of man’s understanding of the Gospel is that 

we have limited the power and scope of the cross.  On the cross, 

                                                
178 Romans 8:29, John 17:17, Ephesians 5:26, 1 Thessalonians 5:23 
179 Galatians 5:22-23 
180 1 John 3:6, 9, 2:1 
181 1 John 1:8 
182 Philippians 1:6 
183 Romans 8:30 
184 Philippians 3:21 
185 Romans 8:23 
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Christ did not merely die to save our souls; He died to save our 

bodies.186  

 

Yet, two fundamental questions must be answered: “Can believers rest 

assured that they will be saved on the last day?”  And, is it possible for a 

true believer to permanently and eternally fall away from the faith?  

We believe the power of God187 preserves His children and prevents 

them from ever losing their salvation.188  However, since the Bible also 

teaches the responsibility of man, believers must continue on in faith.  

For our encouragement and the Lord’s glory, Peter tells us that it is 

only “God’s power” that “guards” us and allows us to maintain this 

faith.189  At the same time, Paul tells us that we must “work out our own 

salvation.”  Again, however, for our encouragement and the Lord’s 

glory the Apostle tells us that our ability to work out our own salvation 

is only possible because it is “God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for His good pleasure.”190   

 

 Additionally, we recognize the great danger in the commonly known 

teaching of “once saved, always saved.”  Theologically, this phrase is 

true.  None of God’s true children can lose their salvation.  However, 

this doctrine of “once saved, always saved” is often presented in a way 

that is both dangerous and unbiblical.  So, we choose not to use the 

language of “once saved, always saved,” but instead we refer to this 

biblical teaching as the “perseverance of the saints,” which asserts the 

following: all of those who have truly been born again will be kept by 
                                                
186 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
187 1 Peter 1:5 
188 John 10:28-29, John 6:37-39, Philippians 1:6 
189 1 Peter 1:3-7 
190 Philippians 2:12-13 
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God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their 

lives, and that only those who persevere until the end have truly been 

born again.  The evidence of one’s conversion is not the fact that they 

prayed to receive Christ (sometimes called the sinner’s prayer) at some 

point.191 The evidence of one’s conversion is perseverance in faith and 

obedience to Christ until the end of life.192  Scripture does not teach 

that one may simply make a profession of faith and then continue to 

live in sin and expect to be granted entrance into the kingdom of 

heaven.193 If one does not endure to the end, then he or she will not 

be saved.194   Such falling away is simply proof that someone who does 

not persist in the faith was never truly a child of God.195  Therefore, 

those who fall away do not lose their salvation because they never 

possessed any salvation to lose.  

 

How then, can we know if we are truly children of God?  Peter tells us 

that there is a way to make our “calling and election sure.”  We can 

make these things sure by working out and demonstrating the fruits of 

faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, and 

brotherly affection.  If we continue to practice and cultivate these 

qualities, while still maintaining faith in Christ,196  then Peter assures us 

that we have every reason to believe that we are the elect of God197 

and that we will surely be saved on the last day. 

 

                                                
191 Matthew 7:21-23 
192 John 8:31-32, Colossians 1:22-23, Hebrews 3:14 
193 1 John 3:9-10 
194 Matthew 10:22 
195 1 John 2:19 
196 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5, John 10:27, Acts 13:48 
197 2 Peter 1:5-11 
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Chapter 8   

The Person and Work of the Holy  Sp irit 

 

We believe that the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity,198 is fully 

God199  and that He has always been at work in the world, sharing in 

the work of creation,200 creating faith in God’s people,201 performing 

signs and wonders,202 giving triumphs in battle,203 empowering the 

preaching of prophets,204 and inspiring the writing of Scripture.205  

However, when Christ accomplished His work on the cross and 

ascended to the right hand of His Father, He initiated a more glorious 

era of the Holy Spirit by pouring out the promise of the Father on His 

church.206 

 

In this age, the most distinct role of the Spirit is to glorify the crucified 

and risen Christ.207 He does this by empowering the people of God to 

preach the Gospel of Christ,208 by opening the hearts of sinners that 

they might see and trust in Christ,209 by revealing the beauty of Christ 

in His Word and by transforming His people from glory to glory as they 

increase in Christ-likeness.210  Additionally, the Spirit honors Christ by 

                                                
198 Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14 
199 Acts 5:3-4, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 
200 Genesis 1:2 
201 Romans 8:7-9 
202 Judges 14:6 
203 Judges 3:10 
204 1 Samuel 10:6 
205 2 Peter 1:21 
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207 John 16:13-14, John 7:39 
208 Acts 1:8 
209 Romans 15:18-19, Acts 16:14, John 3:8 
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strengthening His church211 through His distribution of the spiritual 

gifts.212  The gifts serve the primary function of building up and edifying 

the body of Christ, not seeking to bring attention those sharing their 

gifts with the body.213 

 

We acknowledge in humility that the study and nature of spiritual gifts 

have caused dispute and controversy among God’s people.  However, 

we are resolved that this will not be the case at PVCC.  We are 

comfortable with the fact that in our body there will be varying views 

on the gifts.  Some will be cessationists: Those who believe that some 

of the gifts, namely the miraculous gifts of tongues and prophecy, have 

ceased and no longer exists in today’s church.  Others in our body are 

continuationists, meaning they have not been convinced from 

Scripture that any of the gifts have ceased.  In our fellowship, believers 

adhering to both views have respected one another—serving together 

in harmony and peace—and we expect nothing different in the future. 

 

However, by way of caution, we will warn against three dangers as it 

relates to the study of the spiritual gifts.  Of these three dangers, two of 

them are essentially “extreme” views as it relates to the Spirit—views 

that we are convinced are false and seriously harmful to Christ’s 

church. They are as follows: 

 

1)   We must never teach or believe that any true ch ild  of 

God ( regard less of h is “level” of g iftedness)  does not have 

the Holy  Sp irit. 

                                                
211 Matthew 16:18 
212 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 
213 1 Corinthians 12:7, 14:5, 14:12, 14:19, 14:26, 14:31 
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In other words, we reject the historical Pentecostal view that the 

evidence of having been baptized in the Holy Spirit is speaking in 

tongues (or other languages).  We believe that every true child of God 

receives the Holy Spirit upon conversion.214  Furthermore, Scripture 

does not identify speaking in tongues as the necessary evidence of the 

Holy Spirit; rather, it identifies love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control as the fruit or the 

evidences of the Spirit.215 

 

2)  We must never allow our affections toward  the Holy  Sp irit 

to take priority  over or take away from our worsh ip  of 

Christ. 

Again, the primary mission of the Spirit is to promote the glory of Jesus 

Christ.216  Any activity or worship that emphasizes the Spirit in a way 

that is contrary to His role in the godhead—that is, to emphasize 

primarily the glory of Christ—is dangerous and not from God.  At the 

same time, we recognize that it is also dangerous and unbiblical to 

underemphasize the Holy Spirit and to not worship Him as though He 

were not equal to God. 

 

3)  We can be sp iritually  g ifted , and yet still be sp iritually  

immature. 

The church at Corinth was not lacking in any spiritual gift,217 yet their 

lifestyles and behaviors were reflective of the fact that they were 

spiritually immature, even to the point where Paul referred to them as 

                                                
214 Ephesians 1:13-14, Romans 8:9, 11, 14, 16 
215 Ephesians 5:22-23 
216 John 14:25-26, John 16:13-14, John 7:39, John 15:26 
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“infants.”218  One’s apparent giftedness on Sundays or in the context of 

the local church is meaningless if he or she is not living a life that is 

pleasing to Jesus Christ the other six days of the week.  PVCC’s 

primary concern is not to be a church known for our giftedness, but a 

church known for our holiness, humility, love for our fellow man and 

passion for the Gospel.219 

 

                                                
218 1 Corinthians 3:1 
219 Ephesians 5:27, Colossians 1:22 
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Chapter 9   

The Church 

 

We believe in one universal church that consists of all of those from 

the beginning of human history who have been called by God, saved 

by the blood of Christ, and united to Him by faith.  Jesus Christ is the 

head of the church220 and guards and empowers her in such a way 

that even the gates of hell shall not prevail against her.221  The universal 

church manifests itself in local, independent churches, such as Pleasant 

Valley Community Church. 

 

Member ship 

Membership of each local church is to be consistent only of those who 

have professed faith in Christ, evidently repented of sin and been 

baptized by immersion following, not prior to, conversion.  

Unfortunately, one can be a part of a “local church” and have his or her 

name on a church role, but this does not mean that he or she is a part 

of the true church, covered by the blood of Christ.  It is far too often 

that religiosity, baptism, church attendance and membership are 

equated with salvation.  While it is our hope that our church will grow 

numerically with committed followers of Christ, we are not willing to 

sacrifice the Truth for church growth.  We believe that we can be 

seeker-accommodating, friendly and hospitable without being driven 

to compromise the unapologetic preaching of God’s Word or succumb 

to other tactics aimed primarily at simply “attracting” more people. 

 

                                                
220 Colossians 1:18, Ephesians 1:22, 4:15-16, 5:23 
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Whomever God leads to PVCC, it is our commitment to strive with all 

excellence to maintain a church membership that is regenerate: That 

is, to make sure that only those who are truly born again become 

members of PVCC. 

 

While the requirement of church membership is not explicitly stated in 

Scripture, we do believe that it is implied—and for several reasons.  

First, multiple times in Scripture, local churches are called to “remove” a 

person from among them. We actually see this same command given 

four times in one passage by Paul while dealing with a sexually immoral 

man in the church at Corinth.  Paul commands the church at Corinth 

to “remove him,” “deliver him to Satan,” “cleanse him out,” and to 

“purge him” from among them.222  The idea is that one can only be 

“removed” from a particular group of people if he is an official part of a 

group of people.   

 

Later, in speaking to the same church at Corinth, Paul speaks of how 

the church disciplined a man by a “majority vote.”223  A “majority” vote is 

only sensible in the case where this majority is taken from a 

recognized whole.  So the natural question one must ask Paul is, “The 

majority of what?”  Certainly it was not simply the majority of any 

random persons who may decide to attend a particular church 

business meeting. Rather, Paul was obviously referring to the “majority” 

of those voting church members. 

 

                                                
222 1 Corinthians 5:2, 5, 7, 13 
223 2 Corinthians 2:6-7 
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Additionally, in Paul’s first letter to Timothy, he encourages Timothy to 

keep an “enrollment” of all widows that met specific requirements.224  If 

the local churches were to keep lists of widows, it seems natural to 

assume that they also kept lists of members. 

 

Lastly, it seems inherent in the very nature of God to “keep lists.”  

Multiple times in Scripture we see references to “books” kept by God 

in heaven, namely of those who are His children.225  Because God 

Himself keeps records, it seems natural that His church would also 

keep records such as ones enlisting its members. 

 

In summary, PVCC values church membership because we believe 

that Scripture values church membership.  With church membership 

comes both blessing and responsibility.  As members of the body of 

Christ, we are to build each other’s faith through love, encouragement, 

and the use of our divinely appointed spiritual gifts.226  At the same 

time, we believe that church membership requires a commitment to 

one’s local body, which is most recognizably manifested through 

regular attendance.227 Such commitment also includes serving in the 

church according to one’s spiritual giftedness,228 intentional fellowship 

with other believers,229 and consistent,230 cheerful,231 and sacrificial232 

                                                
224 1 Timothy 5:9 
225 Philippians 4:3, Revelation 3:5, 20:15, 21:27 
226 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 1 Corinthians 14:3, 14:26, 14:31, Romans 12:6-8, 1 
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227 Hebrews 10:24-25 
228 Romans 12:6, 1 Corinthians 12:14-26 
229 Acts 2:42, 46 
230 1 Corinthians 16:2 
231 2 Corinthians 9:7 
232 2 Corinthians 8:3 
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financial contribution in order to support the ministry and expenses of 

the church, to relieve the poor, and to spread the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ around the world. 

 

Chur ch Discipline 

Christ’s goal for His church is that she someday be presented to Him 

holy and without blemish.233  We recognize that as long as a church is 

comprised of sinners, she will never be perfect this side of eternity.  

However, in order to honor Christ and to be obedient to His 

commands regarding His church,234 we must make every conscious 

effort to rebuke, confront—and in rare cases— eliminate unrepentant 

sinners from our membership.  If and when this is done, it must be 

done in a spirit of gentleness and humility,235 not out of anger or wrath, 

but out of a sincere concern for one’s soul and with the hope that 

such discipline will lead him to repentance.236  The instruction of Jesus 

in Matthew 18:15-20 will serve as our guide in this process and one’s 

final removal will only be by the authority of a majority vote of the 

congregation (75%).237 Upon a person’s removal from the church 

membership, while this person is welcome to continue to attend 

services, he or she is to be viewed as and treated as a non-believer 

who is in need of repentance and salvation.238   

 

Chur ch Gover nment 

                                                
233 Ephesians 5:27 
234 Matthew 18:15-20 
235 Galatians 6:1 
236 1 Corinthinas 5:5, James 5:19-20 
237 Matthew 18:17, 2 Corinthians 2:6-7 
238 1 Corinthians 5:11, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, Matthew 18:17 
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The New Testament church is one that consists of three groups of 

people: overseers, deacons, and members who hold no official 

office.239  Thus, the only two church offices set forth in Scripture are 

that of the overseer and the deacon.  It is our belief that the terms 

“overseer,” “elder,” “pastor,” and “bishop” refer to the same office.240 

PVCC chooses to primarily use the term “pastor,” simply because the 

majority of our congregation is most familiar with this vocabulary.  Each 

church should ideally consist of multiple pastors,241 all of which must 

meet the same qualifications set forth in Scripture.242  These men are 

to be equal in authority, yet varying in roles and ministerial function.  

The ministry of the Word,243 prayer,244 and exercising oversight to the 

flock should characterize the pastors’ ministries. They are not to come 

across as harsh dictators, but as humble examples.245 

 

The  primary role of the deacon is to assist the pastors and serve the 

church in whatever ways necessary, in order that the pastors might be 

freed to concentrate more fully on teaching and preaching God’s 

Word.246  These men must meet the qualifications set forth in 

Scripture.247 It is noteworthy that moral qualifications for deacons are 

the same as those for pastors.  The fundamental difference between 

                                                
239 Philippians 1:1 
240 Acts 20:17, 28,  Titus 1:5, 7, 1 Peter 5:1-2, Ephesians 4:11 
241 Acts 20:17, Titus 1:5 
242 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9 
243 Acts 6:4, 1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:9 
244 Acts 6:4  
245 1 Peter 5:2-3 
246 Acts 6:1-7 
247 1 Timothy 3:8-12 
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the two offices is that pastors must be able to teach,248 while deacons 

are not required to possess that gift. 

 

Both pastors and deacons are to be affirmed by the elders, recognized 

and voted upon by the congregation,249 and set apart by what is 

commonly called “ordination” by prayer and the laying on of hands.250 

 

Mission 

The church is to be devoted to a consistent feeding upon the Word of 

God.251 Paul teaches that this equipping of the sheep is necessary so 

that they will be equipped to do the work of the ministry.252  This duty 

involves not only the discipleship of younger believers in the 

congregation,253 but also necessitates an outward focus that is driven by 

the commission given by Christ to make disciples of all nations.254  This 

task involves preaching the Gospel to every tongue, tribe, and 

nation,255 baptizing and teaching them in the name of the Lord,256 and 

gathering them into churches,257 enabling them to fulfill their Christian 

calling among their own people.  The ultimate goal of world missions is 

not to simply save as many as possible from hell.  The ultimate goal is to 

see God create for Himself (via the power of His Gospel) a group of 

                                                
248 1 Timothy 3:2 
249 Acts 14:23, Acts 6:3-6 
250 1 Timothy 4:14, Acts 6:3, 5-6 
251 Acts 2:42 
252 Ephesians 4:12 
253 Titus 2:4 
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255 Revelation 5:9 
256 See note 219. 
257 Acts 14:23 
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worshippers who will glorify His name through all of eternity.258  

Missions are a temporary necessity until the second coming of Christ. 

“Missions exists because worship does not,” says pastor and author 

John Piper.  Worship, therefore, is the fuel and the goal of missions. 

 

The Or dinances 

We believe that baptism is an ordinance of the Lord by which those 

who have repented and come to faith259 signify their union with 

Christ260 in His death, burial, and resurrection.  This union is symbolized 

when a believer is immersed in water261 in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit.262  Baptism does not save, but is rather a 

sign of belonging to the people of God— an emblem that the old life 

has gone and new life has come.263  Thus, one’s “profession of faith” in 

the New Testament is not merely based on a sign such as “walking an 

aisle.” Rather, one’s profession of faith is baptism. 

 

One must not necessarily be baptized only in a Baptist church in order 

to be received for membership at PVCC.  So long as one’s baptism has 

come after conversion, and is by immersion in a credible, Gospel-

preaching church, that baptism will be recognized for membership at 

PVCC. 

 

We do not believe in baptismal regeneration, that is, that baptism 

causes one to be born again. Neither do we baptize infants or anyone 

                                                
258 Isaiah 43:7, Revelation 7:9-12 
259 Colossians 2:12, Galatians 3:26-27, Acts 2:38, Acts 18:8 
260 1 Corinthians 12:13 
261 Acts 8:36-39, John 3:23, Romans 6:4 
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263 Romans 6:4 



 51 

else who has not first come to a credible saving knowledge of Jesus 

Christ.264  We do not believe that “sprinkling” is biblical baptism.  

Therefore, we will not practice sprinkling or accept into membership 

anyone who has not been baptized by immersion. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is the church ordinance in which baptized 

believers265 eat bread, signifying Christ’s body broken for His people, 

and drink the cup of the Lord, signifying the blood of the New 

Covenant.266  We observe this supper in remembrance of our Savior, 

and in effort to proclaim His death until He comes,267 all the while 

longing for the day when we will eat and drink with Him in the 

Kingdom of Heaven.268 

 

We deny the Roman Catholic Church practice of the Mass, and insist 

that the Lord’s Supper is in no way a sacrifice.  Furthermore, we deny 

the doctrine of transubstantiation, which teaches that the bread and 

wine literally turn into the body and blood of Christ.  Lastly, we humbly 

recognize that there may be times when some believers cannot 

partake in the Lord’s Supper due to unrepented sin.269  All believers 

should be mindful to only participate only after having first examined 

themselves and discerned any unrepented sin in their lives—especially 

as it relates to other members of the body of Christ.270 

 

                                                
264 Acts 2:38 
265 1 Corinthians 11:17-20, 22 
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Chapter 10  

The Christian  Life 

 

We believe that genuine biblical Christianity is marked not merely by a 

one-time “profession of faith” or fairly routine church attendance.  We 

deny the legitimacy of one simply being a “Sunday-only Christian.”  

Instead, we believe that the genuine evidence of one’s saving faith in 

Christ is that his life is characterized by continually walking in 

obedience271 to the commands of Christ.  This walk is empowered by 

the Spirit of God,272 and characterized by dying to sin on a consistent 

basis,273 and continually praying274 and abiding in the Word of God.275  

To be sure, none of these things in and of themselves “save” a sinner; 

rather, they are the indicators of one who has truly been united to 

Christ by faith. 

 

While there are a number of spiritual disciplines that are helpful in 

aiding a believer to grow in his or her relationship to Christ, we believe 

that the two that Scripture emphasize as the most vital include prayer 

and the reading of God’s Word.  The Christian life is energized and 

sustained primarily by reading and meditating upon the Word of 

God276 and praying277 so that God would apply His Word to our souls.  

We believe that the promises of God recorded in Scripture are 

sufficient to rescue us from the deception of sin by laying out before 

                                                
271 1 John 5:2, 1 Peter 1:14, Acts 5:29 
272 Galatians 5:16-18 
273 1 Peter 2:24, Romans 6:2, 1 John 2:1 
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us vastly superior pleasures in the protection, provision, and presence 

of God.278  Furthermore, we believe that reading,279 understanding,280 

pondering,281 and memorizing282 all that God promises for those who 

are in Christ is the ordained and effectual means used by the Holy 

Spirit to break the power of sin’s deceptive promises in our lives. 

 

In addition, we believe that prayer is the ordained means of God by 

which He blesses,283 sustains,284 and empowers us to do His work.285  

However, the driving emphasis of God-honoring prayer is not selfish in 

nature, but directed toward the worship and uplifting of the name of 

God,286 longing more than anything for His Kingdom to come and His 

will to be done.287 We believe that God’s sovereignty is not in any way 

a hindrance to prayer, but rather a motivation to pray and to have faith 

that our prayers will prevail.288  We understand that in our flesh we 

often do not understand how and what to pray, but it is during these 

times that we must always rely on the indwelling Spirit of God to help 

us to pray as we ought.289  Even when we fail in our flesh and feel as 

though our prayers are meaningless and in vain, we rest in the 

                                                
278 2 Peter 1:3-4, Hebrews 10:34, 11:24-26, 13:13-14 
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promise of God that the Spirit will still intercede for us according the 

perfect will of God.290 

 

Furthermore, as has already been indicated, we believe that the 

Christian life is one that should be characterized by discipline and 

obedience to the commands of God.  At the same time, however, we 

recognize the dangers of a spirit of legalism291 that so often plagues 

believers.  We encourage all Christians to recognize that Christ has set 

us free292 and that our standing before God is not based upon our 

ability or inability to perform in a certain way.  We are not in bondage 

to to do or not do certain things.  Our standing before God is secure 

and blameless because we are under the blood and clothed 

righteousness of Christ.293 

 

Two extremes exist as it relates to our Christian liberty—both 

dangerous and unpleasing to God.  The first extreme is legalism, or 

requiring from ourselves or other Christians something that God’s 

Word does not require.294  Examples would include such things as 

forbidding another Christian to marry or to eat certain foods, as in the 

case at the church at Ephesus.295  At PVCC, we are committed to 

abstain from legalism and to ask of our members only what Christ 

requires in His Word. 
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The second extreme is an abuse of the blood-bought freedom given 

to us in Christ.  In our flesh, a frequent temptation is to use our 

freedom in order to justify or cover-up our sin.296  Mistreating our 

Christian liberty that leads us into sin is forbidden in Scripture.297 

 

 

                                                
296 1 Peter 2:16 
297 Romans 6:1-2 
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Chapter 11  

Christians in  Cu lture 

 

We believe that this world is not our home, but that our citizenship is in 

heaven298 and we are temporarily strangers and aliens299 passing 

through.  We should remain careful to not become too comfortable in 

this world, but pray and long for the day when we will be with our 

Lord.300  Although this life is difficult, filled with trials and evil, we must 

always be of good courage301 --not complaining302 but giving thanks in 

all circumstances.303 

 

We understand that we are living in a dark world that is ruled by the 

Devil himself,304 and that we must in turn be the salt305 and light306 of 

the world, allowing others to see our good deeds so that they will give 

glory to our Father in heaven.307 We are to love our neighbor308 as 

ourselves and do good309 to all, even when they do not do good to 

us.310  Therefore, we try not to be narrower in our thinking than the 

Bible. We must not simply withdraw into seclusion and isolate ourselves 

from the world, having nothing to do with those outside of Christ.  
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Instead, we must become the friends of sinners and love them with 

the power of the Gospel.311 We will be in the world (in that we will love 

and care for those without Christ), but we will not be of the world (in 

that we will not join nonbelievers in sin).312  Being of the world can be 

as dangerous as isolating ourselves from it.313 

 

Even as God’s Word promises us, so we anticipate sufferings, 

tribulation, and persecution in this life.314  In light of these expectations, 

we deny the Prosperity Gospel and any gospel that promises only 

health, wealth and exemption from suffering.  So, whether trials and 

persecution come from individuals or governments, by God’s grace 

we will endure315 trials and rejoice316 that we are counted worthy to 

suffer for the name of Christ.317 

 

In days of freedom and prosperity, and in days of persecution, we will 

remain subject to the governing authorities318 and will obey the laws of 

the land, including paying taxes.319 The only time that we will not 

submit to the governing authorities is when they require us to sin 

against God.320 Then, we must obey God rather than men321 and be 

prepared to face the consequences. Even when we disagree with the 
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governing authorities, we will honor322 and pray for them.323  We do not 

affiliate ourselves with any political party but recognize that as 

American citizens we have the responsibility to vote for candidates 

who best represent Biblical ethics and are most likely to allow Christians 

to live peaceful and unhindered lives.324 While our primary calling as 

Christians is to live in peace with all men325 and to attempt to overcome 

evil with good,326 we recognize that the time and place may come 

when peaceful, non-violent protest is necessary. 
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Chapter 12  

Death and the Coming  of the Lord 

 

We believe that when Christians die they are made perfect in 

holiness,327 are received into paradise,328 and are ushered into the 

presence of Christ where they await the redemption of their bodies.329 

 

We believe that when those without Christ die, they are cast into hell 

where they remain in torment and darkness, awaiting the Day of 

Judgment.330  It is appointed to every person to die and then after this 

to face the judgment,331 at which point he or she will enter into one of 

the above mentioned dwelling places – either heaven or hell. We 

deny the Roman Catholic teaching of purgatory or any other teaching 

that suggests that there is a third destination at which the dead may 

arrive, even if it were only assumed to be for a temporary time. 

 

We believe in the blessed hope,332 that at the end of the age Jesus 

Christ will personally333 return to this earth—visibly,334 physically335 and 

suddenly in great power and glory.336 Upon His return He will gather 

His elect,337 raise the dead,338 judge the nations,339 abolish the curse,340 
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and restore all of creation as He causes the new heavens and the new 

earth to decend.341 In so doing, Christ will establish His kingdom that 

will last forever.342 

 

Though many have tried and miserably failed to predict the date of His 

return, we believe that no man knows the day or hour.343  We humbly 

acknowledge that we do not understand all details of the tribulation, 

the identity and work of the Antichrist, and the millennial reign of 

Christ.  However, we do believe that Christ could return at any time344 

and as a result we must obey Him by staying “awake,”345 being ready,346 

praying347 and longing348for His appearing.  The cry and prayer of 

PVCC should now and always be, “Come, Lord Jesus.”349 
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Chapter 13  

Positions on Relevant I ssues 

 

We believe that in a day and age in which the line between right and 

wrong has become increasingly blurred, the people of God have the 

responsibility not to straddle the fence but to take clear and decisive 

stances on moral and ethical issues.  We recognize that some of these 

issues did not previously exist; for this reason the older confessions of 

faith do not address them.  However, we are responsible to defend 

truth before our generation, and we believe that it is necessary and 

appropriate to concisely address the following matters. 

 

The Sanctity of Life 

We hate350 the practice of abortion and equate it to the demonic 

sacrifice of children in the Old Testament.351  We despise abortion 

because we know that God hates the shedding of innocent blood.352 

We believe that life begins at conception353 and as a result, all 

abortions—regardless of how early they are performed during one’s 

pregnancy—are murder.  As a church, we will always defend the lives 

of these helpless, unborn children and will continually pray that God 

would change the minds of those who allow this evil to take place 

legally. 

We recognize that early termination of a pregnancy may become a 

necessary decision when the choice must be made between choosing 
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the life of the mother or the life of the baby.  In such a dreadful 

situation, we can only pray for grace and wisdom and not pass 

judgment. 

 

Mar r iage and Sexuality 

Scripture clearly defines marriage as the union between one man and 

one woman.354  We believe that same-sex marriage is a revolt against 

God’s plan for marriage and cannot be endorsed or supported by 

Christians.  Similarly, we affirm that Scripture teaches that 

homosexuality is an abomination before God.355 We do not hate 

homosexuals; we love them and pray for their repentance.  We 

recognize that there are individuals who may be predisposed toward 

homosexual tendencies, perhaps (even from birth), in the same way 

that many of us are predisposed toward other forms of immoral 

conduct.  However, we must vigorously resist any temptation to sin and 

instead choose to obey Christ over our flesh.  An innate tendency 

toward homosexuality in no way grants anyone permission or 

justification to participate in such sin. 

 

Not only do we reject same-sex marriage, but we also reject, pray, and 

labor against the evils of divorce. Marriage is a God-given covenant 

between a man and a woman to last for life.356 Every time a divorce 

happens, it is a picture of the mystical union between Christ and His 

church being ripped apart.  Such a severance shows dishonor to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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As a church, we will do everything in our power to cultivate an 

atmosphere where marriages are strengthened for the glory of God.  

We will teach, preach, pray, and counsel to the end that every 

marriage at PVCC is one that brings glory to Christ: representing a 

beautiful picture of His one-flesh union to His bride, the church.357  

Individuals and couples who seek unlawful divorces will be lovingly 

confronted, called to repentance and—if necessary—come under 

church discipline. 

 

Gender  Roles 

We affirm that the Scripture reveals a pattern of complementary order 

between men and women, and that this order is in itself a testimony to 

the Gospel—even emblematic of the order within the Trinity.  We also 

affirm that all Christians are called to service within the body of Christ, 

and that God has given to both men and women important and 

strategic roles within the home, the church and the society.  In the 

context of the local church, we further affirm that the pastorate is 

assigned only to men, and that women are not to teach or exercise 

authority over men.358 Within the home, we believe that men are 

called to serve as heads and spiritual leaders.359  We do not espouse a 

harsh, dictator-like leadership, but rather a loving, humble, selfless, 

sacrificial-like leadership, even as is displayed by Christ.360 Men are, in 

ordinary cases, to provide the primary source of income and to work 

by the sweat of their brow.361 We affirm that if a man will not work, 
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neither should he eat.362 We believe that in a marriage, the husband 

should not coerce his wife to work outside the home. Her first and 

primary calling is that of being a wife and mother, and her God-given 

orientation is one that is inward in nature—toward her home.363  We 

respectfully realize that there are exceptions, as in the case of single 

mothers, or after children have grown to the age where they are no 

longer in need of the daily and consistent attention and care of their 

mother, or in other unique cases 

 

The distinctions in roles between men and women are in no way 

indicative of an inequality or differentiation in terms of value.  In terms 

of value, worth, dignity, and standing before God, Scripture makes no 

distinction between male and female.364  Therefore, the differences 

that we speak of are simply part of God’s created order and only 

applicable in terms of roles.  Even as Christ is one with the Father in 

terms of His value and deity,365 He willingly and humbly took upon 

Himself the role of a servant and submitted to His Father.366  Therefore, 

when a wife submits to her husband,367 she is being like Christ. 

 

Lastly, we deny that the distinction of roles between men and women 

revealed in the Bible is evidence of mere cultural conditioning or a 

manifestation of male oppression or prejudice against women.  We also 

deny that this biblical distinction of roles excludes women from 

                                                
362 2 Thessalonians 3:10 
363 Genesis 3:16, Titus 2:5, Proverbs 31:27 
364 Galatians 3:28 
365 John 10:30, John 8:58 
366 Philippians 2:6-8 
367 Ephesians 5:22-24 
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meaningful ministry in Christ’s kingdom.368  The Word of God simply 

forbids women to teach men, or to take authority over them.  Biblical 

leadership, by God’s design, is male leadership. 

 

Or phan Car e 

We are distraught over and sympathetic for the more than 147 million 

orphans around the world.  We recognize that this crisis is a result of 

the curse of sin, and yet we also recognize God’s call upon our lives to 

visit369 the orphan in his distress and to defend his cause.370  We cannot 

save every orphan, but we can rescue one, or maybe several.  We 

believe that there are few better pictures of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ371 than when believers to adopt children. As a church, we will 

earnestly pray and strive to provide an adoption and foster-friendly 

culture whereby we both spiritually and financially support those who 

feel called to rescue the orphans.  Whether these rescues occur 

through adoption or fostering, we believe such practices honor Christ 

and we will be mindful as a church to recognize and celebrate with 

those who do such. 

 

                                                
368 Romans 16:1, Acts 9:36 
369 James 1:27 
370 Isaiah 1:17 
371 Galatians 4:5-7, Romans 8:15-17 
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Conclusion 

 

We do not believe that all things in this confession of faith are of equal 

weight; some are more essential, some less.  We do not believe that 

every part of this affirmation must be believed in order for an 

individual to be saved or become a member at PVCC.  However, it is 

necessary that those in positions of leadership at PVCC—namely those 

who serve as pastors and teachers—agree to in good conscience and 

honesty, teach in accordance with (and not contrary) to the 

affirmations of this confession.  With regard to those seeking 

membership, we request that they share with our pastors the areas of 

doctrine where they disagree.  If their disagreements are issues of a 

critical nature and ultimately deny the foundational truths of Scripture, 

membership should not be pursued.  If the issues are not of a critical 

nature, and the would-be members pledges to not undermine the 

teaching and unity of the church, the pastors would happily 

recommend them for membership. 

 

We do not claim infallibility for this confession and are open to 

refinement and correction from Scripture.372 However, we do firmly 

and unapologetically hold to truths in this confession as we see them 

and call upon others to search the Scriptures to see if these things are 

not so.373  

                                                
372 1 Corinthians 13:12, 2 Peter 3:18 
373 Acts 17:11 
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While our inspiration and driving guide in formulating our confession is 

to uphold the Word of God, we additionally give credit to the following 

confessions and documents for their helpful insight, and acknowledge 

that many of the phrases, vocabulary, and paragraphs in this document 

have been directly taken from them:  

 

• Bethlehem Baptist Church Congregational Affirmation of Faith 
• Mars Hill Church Affirmation of Faith 
• The 1833 New Hampshire Baptist Confession 
• Capitol Hill Baptist Church Statement of Faith 
• 2000 Baptist Faith and Message 
• Together for the Gospel Affirmation of Faith 
• The Gospel Coalition Foundation Documents 
• Abstract of Principles (Southern Baptist Theological Seminary) 
• The Bethlehem Baptist Church Elder Affirmation of Faith 
• The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689  

 


